


Minutes of the meeting of Prees Parish Council held on Monday 20 October 2025 
in Prees Village Hall at 7.15pm.

Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs S Jones, Mrs B Finch, Mrs L Baer, Ms N Young, Mrs J Platt, Mrs A Allen, J Allen, D Pritchard, Dr J Redgate, T Nield and M Myles-Hook.  Also present was Mrs K Sieloff clerk to the PC, 35 members of the public and Amy Henson from Berrys.

154/25   Public Session. 
Several members of the public spoke of their concerns about planning application 25/03435/OUT
Apologies.  Their objections centred around the access to the proposed site, the effect on traffic at the Crossroads at the top of Mill Street, the propensity of the site to flood, the strain on local infrastructure such as GP provision, schools and drains and the effect on the village of a sizeable development, particularly when there is also an application for more than thirty homes being considered for land to the side of Tudor House on Whitchurch Road.  Cllr Mrs Short assured the meeting that all these matters would be considered when the planning application was considered according to the Agenda.
155/25   Apologies
There were none.  
156/25   Disclosure of pecuniary or impecuniary interests in items on the Agenda.
There were none.
157/25   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15 September 2025 (previously circulated.) 
These were agreed to be a true record.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall that they should be signed and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All were in favour.
158/25   Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)
There were none.
159/25   Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
25/03435/OUT: Land To The North Of Station Road/Mill Lane, Prees, Shropshire
Proposal:  Proposed outline application for residential development to include means of access.  Applicant: Mr J Thorpe (C/o Agent, Berrys - Beech House, Anchorage Avenue, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY2 6FG)
Amy Henson from Berry’s answered questions that had been raised in the Public Session and also those posed by Parish Councillors.  
After much discussion, the Parish Council resolved to oppose the Application.  This was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour. The clerk was asked to register the objection on the following grounds:
-  Overbearing scale of the proposed development.
- The proposed site has not been accepted as a potential development site and there are other sites that would be more acceptable.
- Photographic evidence seems to suggest that propensity to flood affects a wider area than the planning application suggests.
- Poor access: onto a busy road near a junction opposite a playground and across land that floods. The emergency route on to Lighteach Road will not provide a viable alternative: this road itself floods badly.
- The PC does not accept Highways assertion that the Crossroads at the top of Mill Street can cope with all the extra vehicles that will inevitably use this route out of the village and on to the A49.
At this point Mill Street is often one-lane only with cars parked legitimately (and others parked illegitimately on double yellow lines) narrowing the road at all times and compromising visibility. Huge farm vehicles coming through add to the strain here. Emergency vehicle access has been compromised and documented already.
- Increased demands on already overloaded infrastructure: drains/pumping-station/school/GP facilities.
- The rail station at Prees is a mile away: there is no footpath and parts of the road are poorly surfaced making the journey to catch a train unsafe for pedestrians. Not a very viable travel option.
Included in the response registered with Shropshire Council, the clerk was asked to append the following:  
Should Shropshire Council decide to grant outline planning permission, the Parish Council would argue rigorously for the following conditions to be attached:
1. In-depth and on-site analysis by Highways Dept of the ability of the Crossroads to cope with increased traffic
2. Provision of formal crossing apparatus on Station Road opposite the playground
3. Provision of Footpath to Prees railway station.
4. Retention of old stone wall of heritage value
5. Provision of pedestrian access from the site to cross the stream to reach Whitchurch Road and the Medical Centre.
25/03288/FUL: Erection of dwelling with detached garage, new entrance and driveway. Proposed dwelling East of 1 Sylvan Close, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Applicant: Mrs J Parkes.
The Parish Council resolved to object to this Application on the grounds of the over-bearing scale of the house on the plot and the potential loss of amenity caused to its neighbours.  This was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All were in favour.
[bookmark: _Hlk211343833]25/03398/OUT: Proposed residential development land South of Pine Patch, Heathwood Road, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Outline consent for up to two dwellings (all matters reserved except for access.)  Applicants: Messrs Arrowsmith and Slater.
The PC resolved to support this Application, although some reservations were expressed about the access onto the highway, which is on a bend.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
25/03690/TPO: 7 Birchwood Grove, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2EX
Proposal:  Fell 1no Oak protected by The North Shropshire District Council (Prees Higher Heath No 6) TPO 1975 (Ref: NS/00051/75) Applicant: David Horbury
The PC resolved to support this Application.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Dr J Redgate.  All were in favour.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council.
· 25/02643/TPO. Arlington, 3 Sylvan Close, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2TB.  Proposal:  End reduction over neighbouring property by 1m (approx. 20%) of 1no. Beech (T3), fell 5no. trees of various species (T4-6, T10, T11) and remove major deadwood overhanging road from 3no. Oaks (T7,8,14) protected by The North Shropshire District Council (Prees Higher Heath No 6) TPO 1975 (NS/00051/75)
Decision:  Grant Permission.
· 25/02481/FUL: Address:  The Stables, Sandford Hall, Sandford, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AW.  Proposal:  Minor alterations to existing dwelling including erection or a small extension to house plant and provide garden storage.  Decision:  Grant Permission
· 25/03572/REM.  Address:  Oaklea Cottage, Wem Lane, Prees Green, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BW.  Decision:  Withdrawn.  
Other Planning matters
· Notification of Appeal against planning decision under Section 78 of Town and Country Planning Act 1990.  Application ref: 25/00733/FUL.  Agricultural Building B at Rose Cottage, Prees Green, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Proposed development: Change of Use from Agricultural Building to residential dwelling and internal alterations.  Appellant: Don Carissimo.  Planning inspectorate ref: 6000790.  Appeal ref: 25/03413/REF.  Appeal start date: 2 October 2025.
The Appeal was noted by the Parish Council.
· TPO: SC/00550/25.  Notice of Tree Preservation Order made on a Beech tree at Paradwys, Mill Lane, Higher Heath.  Any comments/representations to be received by 2 November 2025.  The matter was noted by the PC and it had no further comment to make.
160/25   Community Policing Matters.
The PC had been asked to submit its three current local policing priorities.  It was unanimous decision was that these are speeding, parking and anti-social behaviour.  Clerk to report these to the policing team.
161/25   Shropshire Council Report.  (Previously circulated.)
Cllr Malcolm Myles-Hook presented his monthly report, which included an update on the slightly worsened financial state of Shropshire Council since the financial emergency was declared in September. The predicted overspend at the end of the financial year is now estimated to be just over £1m.
Cllr Mrs N Young asked whether SC will have to repay money already spent on the now-abandoned plans for the Northern Bypass.  Cllr Myles-Hook advised that this was very unlikely.
On another matter, he reported that the road from Heathgates Crossroads that goes out to join the A41 at Sandford will be closed temporarily in order to assess the impact this has on the safety of this local accident black-spot.
Cllr Myles-Hook’s full report can be read on the Parish Council website.
162/25   Parish and Parish Council Matters.
Invitation from Shropshire Council to sign a Memorandum of Understanding.  
Cllr M Myles-Hook led this item.  He explained that it is not primarily about finances, but more about asking local parish and town councils if they feel more decisions can be taken locally.
It was felt that more time was needed to consider what was being proposed and the item was carried forward to the next Agenda.
Hazardous parking at War Memorial.  
Cllr Mrs Short reported that efforts are continuing to identify the owners of the lane around the War Memorial, although avenues of enquiry are being exhausted.  She will ask the residents to check their deeds for information about access and ownership.  Cllr Ms Young advised that it is perfectly lawful to obtain deeds of properties one does not own, so the PC could pursue this route if necessary.    
Cllr Mrs Short suggested that it is necessary to formulate a plan for how those involved (Parish Council, Church, School and residents) can control what happens in this area, if the owner cannot be identified.  She wants to meet with all those involved to exchange ideas.  The PC was unanimous in their support for this plan.
Railings at War Memorial damaged for third time.  
The clerk reported that considerable damage had been done to a panel of the railings, presumably by a reversing vehicle, but that Mr Len Gibbon had kindly organised for it to be removed and repaired and replaced.  Clerk was asked to draft letters of thanks to Mr James Llewellyn of Harry West Engineering and to Mr Peter Kulik.
Mr Gibbon had suggested that a way to prevent further occurrences of damage would be to erect crash barriers, but the PC agreed that this would be problematic and there was no appetite for pursuing the idea currently.
Draft Social Media Policy.  
The clerk had circulated a draft policy.  She wanted to revise it further and asked for the matter to be carried forward to the next meeting.
Community-led build on Whitchurch Road.
Cllr Mrs Short reported that only one resident from the new development, Mercian Place, attended the Coffee Evening.  She thanked Jonathan and Alison Allen for their hospitality at Holly Farm Nursery.
The clerk confirmed that she has been told that newly-planted trees on the development that did not survive the Summer drought will be replaced.
Charlotte Prince from Wrekin has said that she will advise the PC as soon as she has a date for the completion of the works to the wall around the pumping-station.  After that the road surface can be completed.	
Possible vehicle speed monitor at Lacon Street
The clerk has been advised that to start the process of having Shropshire Council’s approval for the purchase and placing of a vehicle speed monitor, there would need to be a body of anecdotal evidence suggesting that one is necessary.  This does not currently exist and so this plan has been put on hold.
Applications received for PC funding.  
Cllr Mrs Short has met with the Donations and Grants group to consider the applications received. She suggested that the total now requested is more than the PC can currently commit to.  The list will be circulated to all Parish Cllrs and decisions will be made at the November meeting.
Possible enhancements to Higher Heath playing field.
The Playgrounds group reported that it is provision for 7-12 year olds and disabled children that the space lacks.  They would like the PC to provide a 1.8m slide, a m ulti-access roundabout and a single point attachment basket swing. They also would like an additional bench installed. The clerk was asked to find precise pricings for these pieces. 
Report from Patient Participation Group meeting held in Wem. 
Cllr Mrs S Short reported that there is now a requirement that GP surgeries should be open continually from 8am-6pm.  Wem have managed to achieve this, but Prees currently still closes for lunchtime.  There is on-line provision at both surgeries from 8 am to 6.30 pm five days a week.
163/25.  SALC news. 
· Cllr J Catterall volunteered to attend the Councillors Data Protection training offered by Breakthrough Communications through SALC.  There are various dates available, which she will consider and then book.  Clerk to assist as necessary.
· SALC AGM will be held 29 October 4-7 pm at the Shrewsbury Football Ground.
164/25  Accounting matters
· Consideration of Spend Against Budget at mid-point of financial year.  The document was perused by the Parish Council and it was agreed there were no causes for concern. 
· Accounts for October 2025.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch that the following accounts should be paid and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.

Accounts for Payment October 2025
                                                                                                                           £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary October + back-pay April-September 2025              601.22                                                                                  
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                      150.31                                                                  
K D Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (10.9.25-14.10.25)                                             23.18                                                                               
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd: (lengthsman September)                            320.00                                                                           
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd (grass-cutting )                                            212.00 
Steven Oliver (installation of signs at WM )                                                        50.00                                   
Signs of the Times                                                                                                43.20
SALC (Shropshire Together conference 25.7.25)                                                21.00
SALC  (Budget training 30.9.25)                                                                         35.00                                                                                             
                                                                                                     Total            1,455.91 
Additional invoice
RBL Poppy Appeal (wreaths for War Memorials)                                               40.00
                                                                                             Grand total         1,495.91      
                      
· Budget-setting for 2026-27.  Cllr Mrs Short reported that the Budget group had made a first draft of the proposed Budget for 2026/27 at a meeting on 15.10.25.
165/25 Housekeeping. 
Reports of smells possibly from drains/sewers at Manor Place, Higher Heath.  Clerk to address.
Streetlamp at Manor Place is reported to be too bright and causing a nuisance to the nearby home.  Clerk to report to Shropshire Council.
166/25 Facebook.  Nothing to report.
167/25 Correspondence.  Nothing outstanding.
168/25 Items for next Agenda.  Higher Heath Section 106 funding.  

The meeting was closed at 10 pm.
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